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to find proper places for a winter residence in this nearlyperfect climate, or to reach them without danger from mala¬
ria of any kind. Only let it be remembered that travel in
Florida for its own sake should be strictly forbidden to in-
valids.
Utica,  . Y., May 14, 1892.
L. A. Tourtellot, M.D.
Widows and Orphans of Medical Men.
To the Editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association :
In the issue of the Journal for April 16, is an interesting
communication from Dr. F. Horner, of Marshall, Va., which,
however, is somewhat in error in certain respects. I referparticularly to the statements concerning the New York
Society for the relief of the Widows and Orphans of Medical
Men. This society is entirely distinct from the Physicians
Mutual Aid Association, having been founded May 14, 1842,
and being patterned after a similar organization in London
which is now nearly or quite a century old. The objects of
the society are stated in its rather long name, and it has
also upon certain occasions extended relief to its members.
Its fiftieth year of existence will be completed this week.
Its relief work has extended through forty years and during
that period it has aided 27 widows and 23 orphans of mem-
bers, and has disbursed among them $99370.31.
It has invested funds amounting to $178,150.28, and has
never lost a dollar of the money which has been entrusted to
its care. Its funds have been derived almost entirely from
its members, and it now has upon its roll of annuitants 11
widows and 3 children.
Its annuitants have received relief for periods varyingfrom 1 to 30 years. Five of those who are still receiving
relief have been annuitants respectively 11, 13, 16, 20, and 30
years.
A widow who is without income receives an annuity of$400 per year, each orphan boy under 16, and each orphangirl under 18, receives $100 per year. Yours truly,
Andrew F. Currier, M.D., Secretary.
New York, May 9, 1S92.
NECROLOGY.
Dr. Charles Fremont Clark, of Brooklyn, died April 21,in his thirty-sixth year. He was a promising young man,
with a liberal training and an interne's experience, who was
called upon to lay aside life's duties after about eight years
of arduous participation therein. An anatomical abnormal¬
ity accelerated the fatal issue of a chronic inflammation of
the appendix vermiformis, which might have been in abey¬
ance for some time to come, as it had already been for
months, if not years. The malformation consisted in adeficient development of the mesocœcum ; to that extent
was it deficient that the caput coli was permitted to swing
or float outwards to the left side. The appendix was the
seat of a concretion and chronic inflammation, and this had
been aggravated or converted into an acute appendicitis.
This latter condition, it is thought, might have been delayed
considerably, and possibly indefinitely postponed, save for
the adverse influences superadded by the floating caput coli.
The almost undescribed complications, which progressively
endangered this young physician's life, were not suspectedduring his life. The strange facts were only made known
by autopsy. For eight years past the patient had treated
himself for malarial infection. During the last week of his
life, only, did he seriously seek for medical counsel. In that
week his bodily temperature, at times, rose to 106° and over,
and the abdominal pains became so much more marked that
the sick man felt that a typo-malarial fever had been grafted
upon his long-standing paludal troubles. In this view, the
consultants seemingly concurred. The pathologist who
made the post-mortem is reported as saying that the result
of the examination leads him to believe that there was no
probable means of obviating the fatal issue. It cannot
properly be said that there was an error in diagnosis on the
part of the attendants, for they could not look into the
recesses of their patient's body ; and there is not basis of
knowledge sufficient to build up a hypothesis of anomalous
development in a person of the age of Dr. Clark. The loose
caput coli is very rarely met with, and still more rarely has
it been seen to suddenly precipitate so grave results, acting
as the chief cause of trouble.
Dr. Clark was a native of Wheeling, West Virginia, having
been born there in 1856. His literary education was obtained
at the Washington and Jefferson College, graduating there
when he was twenty-one years old. He graduated in medi¬
cine at the New York College of Physicians and Surgeons,in 1883. He served as house physician of the Brooklyn Hos¬pital for a year after his graduation. He was unmarried.
MISCELLANY.
Official List of Changes in the Stations and Duties of Offi¬
cers Serving in the Medical Department, U. S. Army, fromMay 7, 1892, to May 13, 1892.
Col. Joseph C. Baily, Surgeon U. S.
 ., is granted leave of
absence for six months, on surgeon's certificate of disabil¬ity, with permission to leave the Dept. of Texas.
First Lieut. William E. Purviance, Asst. Surgeon U. S.
 ., is
relieved from duty at Ft. Riley, Kan., and will report in
person to the commanding officer, Jefferson Bks., Mo., forduty at that post.
First Lieut. Francis A. Winter, Asst. Surgeon U. S.  ., is re¬lieved from duty at Jefferson Bks., Mo., and will report ii*
person to the commanding officer, Ft. Riley, Kan., for duty
at that post.
First Lieut. William F. Lippitt, Jr., Asst. Surgeon U. S.
 .,
upon being relieved from duty at Ft. McPherson, Ga., will
report in person to the commanding officer, Camp EaglePass, Tex., for duty at that post, relieving First Lieut.Ogden Rafferty, Asst. Surgeon U. S.A. First Lieut. OgdenRafferty, on being relieved by First Lieut. Lippitt, will
report in person to the commanding officer, Alcatraz Is¬land, Cal., for duty at that post.
Major David L. Huntington, Surgeon U. S.
 ., is relievedfrom duty in New York City, to take effect on the final
adjournment of the Army Medical Board, and will thenproceed to Los Angeles, Gal., and report in person to the
commanding General, Dept. of Arizona, for duty as Medi¬
cal Director of that Dept., relieving Col. Joseph R. Smith,Surgeon. Col. Smith, on being relieved by Major Hunt¬ington, will proceed to San Francisco, Cal., and report in
person to commanding General, Dept. of California, forduty as Medical Director of that Dept. 1
Official List of Changes in the Medical Corns of the U. S.Navy, for the AVeek Ending May 14, 1892.
Surgeons H. J. Babin and M. C. Drennan, ordered to NavalAcademy, to examine the physical condition of candidatesfor admission to Naval Academy.P. A. Surgeon Clement Biddle, ordered to Marine Rendez¬
vous, Philadelphia, Pa.Surgeon H. C. Eckstein, detached from Marine Rendezvous,Philadelphia, Pa., and wait orders.Surgeon Howard Wells, ordered to the training ship " Ports¬
mouth."
Asst. Surgeon James Stoughton, from the " Portsmouth," and
to the "Constellation."
P. A. Surgeon E. H. Marsteller, from Naval Academy, and to»the "Constellation."
Asst. Surgeon James G. Field, granted one year's sick leave.
Official List op Changes of Stations and Duties of Medi¬
cal Officers of the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service, for theThree Weeks Ending May 7, 1892.
Surgeon P. H. Bailhache, detailed as chairman of Boards for
physical examination of candidates for promotion and
appointment, Revenue Marine Service. April 26 and May3, 1892.
Surgeon F. W. Mead, detailed as chairman of Board for
physical examination of candidates for appointment, Rev¬
enue Marine Service. May 5, 1892.
P. A. Surgeon P. C. Kalloch, to proceed to Providence, R. I.,
on special duty. April 29, 1892.
P. A. Surgeon J. J. Kinyoun, detailed as recorder of Board
for physical examination of candidates for appointment,
Revenue Marine Service. May 5, 1892.
Asst. Surgeon J. B. Stoner, ordered to examination for pro¬
motion. April 20, 1892.
Asst. Surgeon C. E. Decker, detailed as recorder of Boards
for physical examination of candidates for promotion and
appointment, Revenue Marine Service. April 2b' and May3, 1892.
Asst. Surgeon C.H. Gardner, to report to commanding offi¬
cer, Revenue Steamer " Rush," for duty. April 18, 1892.
promotion.
Surgeon W. A. Wheeler, commissioned as Surgeon by thePresident, April 20, 1892.
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